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THE WHITE HOUSE 




WASHINGTON 


Monday, March 4, 1968 
1 :45 p. m. 


MR. PRESIDENT: 

SUBJECT: The Clifford Committee 

1. After much debate, t5ie.r^jShouI5*l 

2. The essence of the agreement is: 


V r~ “ - *> rry- ■ y — “rX 

e. you -at 5:30 thi smarter tiodn 


would be helpful in the tense battle he may face before 
the weather changes; but the condition of our Reserves does not permit us 
to get much to him in this time interval£p« r P 5 3 c, o * 


X~ 6q ui r e ment^if ^it : j s4at e r : jn< 
bg; -met 


< mu s t=a 


t jEtej^ Xv^ ^jg?he exact scale of this reconstitution has not been agreed in the group 
nor the exact recommended combination of increased draft call and Reserve 
call-up. All hands agree, however, that our basic national security position 
req uires the reconstitution of our Reserve position 
ag gre •& sot s^i nlVaSous o£TheLw^l d? 

3. X| was agreed that we should: 

dsxduce impr uvedi^ Eielna4ro^e ::: TOilit3^S^&nd :7 ^^ The particular 

headings for discussion with and pressure on the GVN are pretty well worked 
out. 

As part of this effort t here - s 

AK¥ N;3 and a rough package has been worked out for that 
purpose of, say»$400 million. 


^£|gfc3ilaxhii that this should b e urgently conducted and 
ar e -asked to 


5. On the economic side , _Jqe;?o; 
j^j ^r-eas e^ but he believes a.p^SHW 
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e auli\fcd^tt;th^1;$^ He has further recommendations 

in the field of manpower policy and administration and wage/price policy, 
but does not recommend formal wage and price controls. Since the recom- 
mended package is only now beginning to take shape. Secretary Fowler has 
not discussed it with Okun, Zwick, or Califano. 

Discussion 


You should know that the discussion we have had in these days has been 
colored by Qne,majTOT-\igc5£taiS^ and. aTwfrde The 
unc e r t ainty i s : Y&JL£jars>^^ $,^ahd^h 

; , and.s e^ efaHmon ad^? 



\ 

i 


^e^aik ^ye^ g^eja ling- th &ahe^ affle ,t<^be~p£etty^clos ei If the 

enemy brings in additional North Vietnamese forces, it' "c ouHIfr^caiz^S s 
fo ^ r Aur„ sidgib l andit -willf ■ go:b 

;o go. out and fight in Jihe^j^unJivside. On the other hand, .if wa^and^h^^ 


jpr q y m e . c apab l e _of_ taking Jfch e, of f eqg &*£ h^W.e sty ‘^late^^abte , 

"~[ e^couId m a ke. L9 the^yeax^oi^ dec! si ©n<2 T hu s , the p erfdTtoaa^&^o fTthje 
’ i& t narp-ejs eVandiJhel A^ and 

^jvhich we won’t know until we engage him or he engages us. Therefore, in 
looking ahead over the next months and considering Westy's r eque s t, 
donlt whether . weva:^]^:mf^.q^ 

jieterio ration^ in our -sidels po sitioh^ror^ta -^ p^r Tfrvi^hi^ rn 
half _-of:-the : ye ax , a^vigorbus^ off en's^vg^^ 



Behind 


which goes deep in State and Defense, i s^fchafcafchejad fli tifran 1 

fp-gce 
tp-Vij 

that judgment, in turn, is a feeling that we can only attain our objectives in 
Viet Nam by a negotiation which beings the Viet Cong into the political process, 
and this negotiation, in turn, may not be much advanced by putting additional 
U. S. forces into the country. Secretary Rusk, for example, is thinking in 
terms of senSing the absolute limit on U. S. forces and then leaving the rest 
of the job up to the South Vietnamese. 


The group^ 
which i s,pre 
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I have some ideas about this; and I am sure others do also. 


As for the Congress, there was a general feeling that fh; 



BaatteT 
:errmi 




m Fulbright, Gore, etc. -- perhaps including a filibuster 
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The differences of view about and mining Haiphong were so 

profound within the group, and other issues so urgently required resolution, 
that the bombing question 


ST 


Rostow 



